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Twin Beds and Good Clean Fun at the Joint Diine

In some golf clubs the captains mark their arrival at the Joint Drive-in by parachuting
from helicopters, by cantering into the car park in gilded horse-drawn carriages or by
revving up to the first tee on identical Harley Davidsons. Here in Carlow our captains
John and Jeannette Fitzgerald are very down to earth because for their Joint Drive-in
moment they cut the tape on the two freshly planted flower beds at the entrance to the
clubhouse. Now that’s what we call arriving in true style!
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After such a promising opener to the official golfing year on Sunday 6™ of March, even the torrential
rain that featured in the morning could not dampen the spirits. Morning and afternoon competition
shotgun starts on Saturday and Sunday saw a full complement of teams of four vying for top position on
the leaderboard. The course proved tough and with four scores to count on the 18" it was all to play
for. Despite the earlier wet conditions some excellent scores were carded.

As Sunday’s golf ended and the evening sun began to fade, it was lovely to see the teams winding their
way back to the clubhouse from all directions for a very welcome buffet served up by Eilish, James and
their team. Afterwards, the inimitable Ber Doyle struck up the music and the fun began. To test how
well they really know each other, the Social Committee organised a Mr and Mrs Quiz for our special
husband and wife captains. For the game, John and Jeannette were separated by a screen while Rose
McEvoy challenged them to answer tricky questions about each other and Aine O’Shea Foley rang the
bell each time they gave the right answer. So where did they go on their first date? Who is the better
cook and who has the greenest fingers? All we can say is that they got most of the questions right and
they’re still on speaking terms!

Congratulations to Joint Drive-in 1% prize winners Steve Cronly, Stephen Doyle, Margaret Hughes and
Evelyn Dolan-Cronly (87 pts.). Leigh Bolger, Margaret McHugh, Kay Dowling and Davina Gilbert took
2" prize with 83 pts. and Brendan Laffan, Sean King, Colin Tobin and Seamus O’Farrell came 3™ with 81

pts.
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Quiz Night Benefits Two Charities

It was eyes down and fingers on the buzzers for the mammoth table quiz organised by the Social
Committee on Friday 28" March. Able quizmaster Pat Mularkey bamboozled the eighteen teams with 10
rounds of questions. Aine O’Shea Foley, Siofra O’Shea and Brendan Foley manned the scoreboard while
Dermot Murphy prised the answer sheets from the battling competitors’ reluctant hands when each
round was up. In a nail biting tie-breaker finish, Thos Hennessy’s team, “Deerpark Diary Plus 2” won by a
nose from “I Haven’t a Clue” and “Full Marks”.

Due to the success of the
evening, the Social
Committee was able to
make a small donation to
“Daffodil Day” and Optician
| Bernard Jennings’s charity
Asante Eye Care was also a
. beneficiary.  Asante was
founded by Bernard and
travel writer and author
Brendan Harding to bring
basic eye care to the
people of the remote and
poverty-stricken villages of
Kenya's Ukambani region.
Since its inception the organisation has raised funds to bring teams of opticians to the Kenyan bush
where they conduct eye screening clinics before transporting their clients to the Kikuyu Hospital in
Kenya's capital Nairobi for further treatment. To date over 3,000 people have been screened, with over
1,200 having had restorative sight treatments. Take a bow Bernard.

Meet the Professional- Andrew Gilbert

This month Deerpark Diary goes out and about with Andy Gilbert our resident professional. In his 38
years of service to Carlow Golf Club, Andy has coached and encouraged hundreds of golfers of all ages

‘ and levels and has welcomed thousands of visitors to the club. We
wanted to find out more about Andy’s passion for the game and we
have to confess, we wanted to get some hot golfing tips too!

Deerpark Diary: So Andy, where are you from and what brought
' you to Carlow?

Andy Gilbert I'm originally from Cheltenham and how | came to
Carlow was a twist of fate. My father was a musician and he played
the piano and organ and conducted choral groups. In 1976 he
came to Ireland to adjudicate in the Father Matthew Féis and while
he was in Dublin he heard from a friend that Carlow Golf Club was
recruiting a Professional — | applied and got the job.

Andy puts
Liam Quinn
through his
putting
paces.
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DD: Where did you learn to play golf?

AG:| started playing at the age of 12 in Cotswold Hills Golf Club in Cheltenham. We were a sporting
family and were very interested in cricket too. | used to caddy a lot for my older brother who was a good
golfer and that’s how | became interested in the game.

DD: How did you become a Golf Professional?
AG:1 got a job as an Assistant Professional at a local club and qualified from there. | completed the PGA
Programme and achieved PGA accreditation in 1973.

DD: Do you get to play a lot of golf in Carlow?
AG:No, that’s the worst of working in a golf club — you end up playing very little yourself because you
just can’t lock up the shop and head for the course.

DD: So Andy, where did you meet your wife, Davina?
AG:Well, | met Davina here in the Golf Club — she came to me for a lesson and that’s how it all began!

DD: Is there any particular aspect of the job that you enjoy?
AG: Yes, | really enjoy teaching young golfers and can usually spot potential. | get a great sense of
achievement when | see a pupil developing —it’s very exciting.

DD: You have probably seen a lot of changes in the club over the years.
AG:Yes, the membership has increased from 300-1,200 so the clubhouse was a lot quieter in those days.

DD: Over the years have you coached any players who have gone on to have successful golfing careers?
AG: Yes, I've been lucky enough to have coached many famous local golfers and quite a few
professionals, many of whom started as juveniles and went on to become PGA professionals. Players like
Jimmy Bolger (Kilkenny), Eddie Doyle (Heritage) Harry Ewing (Waterford), Peter Jones (Coolattin), Donal
Murphy (Grange Castle) and Mark O’Boyle (The Heath) all did their four-year structured PGA
apprenticeships with me here in Carlow as Assistant Professionals and all have achieved very successful
careers.

DD: What are the most common mistakes that club golfers make?

AG: | think that the most common mistake is not getting the fundamentals like the basic grip and stance
right. Also, club golfers often talk themselves out of being able to execute s ome shots such as hitting
over water or getting out of bunkers.

DD: What is your philosophy as a coach?

AG: Well | don’t teach a particular method, | like to teach people as individuals. | always emphasize the
importance of focusing on the shot as opposed to the mechanics of the swing too much. If you worry
about trying to make a picture perfect swing, you can get yourself into trouble. It’s a bit like playing darts
— if you’re aiming to hit the treble 20 position you just visualize the dart landing there and you don’t
worry about how you actually throw it. Likewise with musicians — they practise scales and drills so that
they will sound perfect on the night of a concert and then they just go out and perform. So, get the
basics right and then just focus on the shot in front of you because the shot largely defines the technique.

DD: What is the best way to practise golf?

AG:You can practise in front of a mirror or swing in your back garden. Always aim for a specific target
and try the different types of shots that you will use when you play — for example you could practise
hitting out from under trees. That way you can train yourself to become a ‘shotmaker’ like Bubba
Watson! When it’s the golf season you should try to get in at least one hour’s practice every week and of
course you'll get a much greater return from working on your short game.
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DD: Reading the greens is something that fazes a lot of high handicappers — have you any advice?
AG:Your first guess is often the best and my advice is don’t over-read them!

DD: What is the best course you have ever played on?

AG:Turnberry, Woburn and Sunningdale would be my favourite courses in the UK. In Ireland it would
have to be Killarney or Baltray, and of course | love Carlow Golf Course because it's natural and
beautifully designed.

DD: What is your favourite club in the bag?
AG:That would have to be my Scotty Cameron putter.

DD: So what’s on offer in the Pro Shop at the moment?

AG:Well we have three lessons for the price of two until the end of April. | cater for groups as well so if
there are any members who would like to get together | would be delighted to organize a group lesson.
We're having a Ping Demonstration Day on 13" June from 1.00 pm to 5:00 pm and | can reserve a session
with the Ping Representative on the practice ground for anyone who would like to get fitted for clubs.
We also offer repairs, re-gripping and club fitting services in the shop and we stock the latest Ping and
Titleist clubs. Most importantly of all, if anyone has any golf problems please call in to me — | am there to
help.

DD: Do you have you any hobbies outside of golf?
AG:Yes, | love motorbikes and | still enjoy getting out on my Yamaha 250 when | can.

DD: Thanks Andy for giving us your time today. And finally, what’s your tip of the month?

Short Game

go?ft?py ‘ Practise your putting before going out to play. Work especially on the
_ of the pace of the putt.
,_month Line is important too, but the speed and pace of the putt is more

important. Practise this and cut out a lot of three putts!

Long Game
Keep it very simple: "Prepare Coil, Release"

Social Scene

Social Scene Manager Paddy Carroll reports that after the success of the recent Quiz Night there is
definitely more to come. The proposed return of "The restaurant” on April 26™ had to be postponed ‘till
a later date due to our "Secret Chef” becoming suddenly indisposed — nothing to do with Secret Chef’s
cooking we hasten to add! “The Restaurant” was hugely popular when the late Bob Healy was the Secret
Chef and we plan to run at least two of these events during the year. We’re hungry already Paddy!

Coming up on Sunday 25" May is one of the highlights of the social calendar — the Captain’s Prize to
Ladies. Evening entertainment will be an Open Mike Variety Show starring an array of club talent. Paddy
suggests that there are so many talented people in the club who are willing to do a turn that we could
possibly run a few of these nights over the year. So come on all you singers, musicians, magicians, dog
trainers, dancers, comedians and jugglers, let’s show everyone that Carlow Golf Club’s got talent.
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Golf Update
The Friday Night Mixed

Grab your diary and circle every Friday night between now and the end of August — the Friday nine-hole
Mixed began on Friday 25™ April and will run every Friday at 5.00 pm. There will be 10-minute slots
allocated for each team of four consisting of two male and two female players. The time sheet will be
available in the club every Friday evening at 9.00 pm and will go online at 10.00 pm. Guests playing with
members are welcome and the entry fee is €5 per person. We’'re looking forward to another fantastic
summer of Friday Mixed Golf in Carlow Golf Club.

Carlow Women Shine in ILGU Inter Provincials

Congratulations to Carlow Golf Club members Karen Delaney and Aedin Murphy who played fantastic
golf on 15-17" of April on the Leinster team, beating Connaught by 8% to %. It’s great to see a Leinster
win and we’re really proud of our two champions.

Open Week 2014 to be Launched at the Friday Night Mixed Srviay

Open Week will be launched by our two Captains John and Jeannette Fitzgerald on Friday May 2in the
clubhouse when the Friday Night mixed will have an earlier 4.00 pm start with Open Week sponsors and
guests taking part also. Prizes in the Mixed will include time slots in the new look Open Week featuring
"Player of the Week" (over the 4 singles competitions). Open Week will feature reduced entry fees for
members and for visitors playing with a member in the two 18 Hole Team of 4 events. We'll also be
launching The Open Week Raffle which has an exciting first prize for members and visitors alike. So
come along to the launch party on the 2™ of May, participate in the Mixed and enjoy the "Happy Hour-
ish" from 8:30 pm to 10.00 pm when all pints and % bottles of wine will be only €3.

Important Information about Open Weekrom Vice Captain, Thodennessy

2" of May — Launch-see above

7" of May, 9.30 pm Timesheets become available for members in_the Clubhouse In the old
fashioned way you will be able to queue up and pay for your slot or line on the night with cash. Eight
tables will be set up for you. Thisarrangementwill be for one night only

14" of May, 9:00 p.m.Open Week timesheets become available online for members and visitors alike.
*Please note that there are incentive entry fees to encourage members to invite guests to the club on
Monday the 3™ and Saturday the 7™ of June. There is no doubt that these will be snapped up. My
suggestion is that to ensure you get the best times, be in the club on Wednesday night 7" of May.

Carlow Golf Club to Host the ILGU Miginster SenioCup

Carlow Golf Club is delighted to have been selected as the host club for the Mid-Leinster Senior Cup on
Saturday 10" and Sunday 11" May. Over 14 teams will compete in what promises to be a very exciting
and busy weekend of golf. If any members would like to volunteer to help out on the weekend please
contact Rosemary Tully who is part of the ILGU organising team.
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The Barton Cup-Carlow Loses out in aBpic Battle

Steve Cronly brings us this exciting commentary: The Barton Cup first round match had all the
ingredients worthy of a final when Carlow lost out narrowly on the 20th hole in the final match. Playing
at home in Carlow Billy Fanning and Pat Bevins proved way too strong for their opponents, winning 5&4.
Also playing at home Joe Coakley and Leon Fitzpatrick got off to slow start and were 5 down after 7, only
to provide a courageous fight back and lose out narrowly on the 17th. We had three matches away
kicking off with Tony Corcoran and Dale Bolger. Tony and Dale got off to a poor start and found
themselves 3 down early. As the back nine approached they both started to play some fine golf and
found themselves 2 up after 13. The match was all square after 16 and Tony and Dale went 1 up after the
17th. They went on to win and put our first point on the board in what was to become ta very tight
match.

Our second pair out were Ber Murphy and Mo Lennon with Ber chipping in for a birdie on the first hole to
take an early lead. It was nip and tuck all the way through until the 15" when Enniscorthy went 2 up. Ber
and Mo continued to battle and were 1 down with 1 to play, only to lose out narrowly on the 18". Our
final pair Brian Clear and Keith Brennan started slowly and found themselves 3 down after 6. They
continued to battle and were level after 12 holes. Enniscorthy went 1 up after the 14" and our lads
made it all square on the 16™. Hole 17 was square with two fantastic pars and hole 18 also finished all
square with a fighting par from Brian and Keith. Keith played their 3™ shot into 10 feet for par with
Enniscorthy looking on with a comfortable par. Brian went on to sink the putt and take the match to
sudden death. So on the 1% Brian teed off and left Keith a chip of 30 yards at the edge of the green while
Enniscorthy were on the green with about a 25 foot putt. Keith played a fantastic chip to leave 9 feet
while Enniscorthy left 8 feet. Brian was first to putt and knocked it straight into the hole for a fantastic
par. Enniscorthy had a tricky 8 foot putt down the hill and Carlow looked favourites to go through. But
not to be outdone, Enniscorthy sank the putt to take the match to the 20" hole. Keith hit a super long
drive and was very unlucky to trickle into the fairway bunker. Enniscorthy drove way out to the right and
it appeared they had no shot to the green. Looks can be deceiving and Enniscorthy played a Bubba shot
to within 12 feet of the pin. Brian came up a little short out of the bunker. Enniscorthy holed out with a
comfortable par whilst Brian was to miss his par putt narrowly.

It was a fantastic match and our Carlow lads put up a great fight only to be pipped at the post. Managers
Anthony Ryan and Steve Cronly would like to thank all players for their time in practice matches and
doing trials especially the ten lads on duty representing Carlow Golf Club on the day.

Thelrish Mixed Foursomes 2014

The first round of the 2014 Irish Mixed
Foursomes took place on Sat April 12th
against Cill Dara. We had three pairings
away in Cill Dara and two at home. The
Carlow team had a very encouraging
start to the competition, securing a
super win on the day with no lost
matches! Aine and Dick would like to
thank all who played and everyone who
made themselves available for the panel
and participated in practice rounds.

The winning combination: mother and son
Dolores and Kenneth Lacey with team manager Dick
O'Shea after their win against Cill Dara GC in the first

round of the Independent Mixed foursomes 2014
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The team playing on the day were: Home: Popa Dowling and Catherine Dempsey; and Farrell Cuddihy and
Agnes O' Neill. Away: Kenneth Lacey and Dolores Lacey; PJ O' Neill and Kay Dowling and Billy Fanning
and Helena Burke. The next round is set for Sunday 4th May (Carlow V Mt Wolseley at 4.00 pm) when we
will have three pairings at home and two away. We would appreciate members’ support on the day.

Oak Park Foods Winter League Final 2013/2014

Greg Flemming brings us this report: The Oak Park Foods Winter League Final was played on Monday
the 14" of April between Billy Fanning and Mike O’Donoghue, and Ned and Keith Kelly. On a perfect day
for golf the Kelly’s had the honour on the first and went 1 up with a great par by the father of the Kelly
duo. It was a similar fate for the Fanning/O’Donoghue team losing the second to a par after two great
drives from the Kelly team. More of the same on the 3™ saw two wayward shots from the
Fanning/O’Donoghue team with Keith Kelly just off the green and pin high to win with another par. The
4™ was halved in 5. The Kelly’s were pulled back to 2 up after a great par from Mike. The 6™ was halved
with Billy coming in with a 4 and a shot to a par. The Kelly’s regained their three-hole advantage on the
7" with a marvelous par from Ned. The 8" was halved for the Kelly team to remain 3 up with only five
holes remaining. Two great drives by the Kelly team set them up for a win on the 9" to go 4 up with
holes running out for the Fanning/O’Donoghue team. The match was closed out on the 10" by the Kellys
with a half to win 4&3.

Congratulations to Ned and Keith Kelly on a great win and commiserations to Billy and Mike. The match
was played in a very sporting manner. We thank Carmel and Nicky Finn of Oak Park Foods for their
continuous and generous support of the Winter League in Carlow Golf Club. We would also like to thank
our sponsor of the Nine Hole Competition Jim Farrell who supports this competition every year. Lastly |
would like to thank the members who participated in the Winter League and who played their matches
as scheduled in such a sporting way.

Eoin O'Mahony Memorial Event

The 12" annual Eoin O'Mahony memorial event was held on
Saturday 29" of March. After an unspectacular start, Kevin
Hutchinson (aka Hutchy) stormed home with a back nine that
included eight pars to win with 38 points. Kevin held off a
strong challenge from Paul Bulfin and Karen Delaney who
finished 2™ and 3™ on 37. The yellow ball team event was
won by Mick O' Shea Senior, Micko Junior, Obbie Hutton and
Popa Dowling with 38 points. Well done to everyone who
supported the day and enjoyed a good night in the club
afterwards.

Rules Corner

Be careful where you clean your golf balls!

If you clean your ball by rubbing it against the green that's a
one-stroke penalty stroke for testing the surface (Rule 16.1d).
During the play of a hole, a player must not test the surface of

Kevin Hutchinson, winner of the
the putting green by rolling a ball or roughening or scraping Eoin O'Mahony Memorial event
the surface. Exception: Between the play of two holes, a

player may test the surface of any practice putting green and
the putting green of the hole last played, unless the Committee has prohibited such action (see Note 2 to
Rule 7-2)
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Juvenile News

Gaelchodiste Cheatharlach withe Schools League

Gaelcholdiste Cheatharlach are the Champions of the Leinster Inter Schools Matchplay League 2013/14.
The semi-finals and finals were played in Castlwarden GC on 10" April and the team overcame a spirited
Donabate CS team to emerge as winners by 7 up over the two matches. Earlier, Gaelcholdiste
Cheatharlach had toppled Newbridge in a closely fought semi-final by 2 up, while Donabate overcame
Oatlands College 7 up. As reported in last month’s Deerpark Diary, all four members of the Galecholaiste
Catharlach team are members of Carlow Golf Club and they are:
Craig O Bolguir, Cian O Dubhghaill, James O Lionnain and Mark O
Duaig. It's wonderful to have such talented young members in
Carlow Golf Club and we are looking forward to great things
from our four champions in the future.

EN
YOU ARE 175 YARDS
FROM A § 200
GLASS WINDOW

TheSquirrelwho ol e J a meiBhorie e n n @ “HOSE YOUR CLuB
CAREFULLY !

Yes, really, this is a
true story! At the
recently played Jimmy
Hackett juvenile competition, James Lennon representing
' Carlow Golf Club was on the 8" green lining up his 12ft birdie
putt when he was rudely interrupted by a squirrel. Yes a
squirrel snuck up to his golf bag opened a zip and liberated
James's new iPhone. The squirrel bounded off with the iPhone
: . in his gob, hotly pursued by James and his two playing
e | companions. After a few minutes’ chase the squirrel was
w' e ¥ AR

cornered. Threatened with a wielded putter the squirrel
dropped the iPhone and scarpered up a nearby tree. James was obviously relieved to have recovered his
phone (he would have had some job explaining this tale to his Ma and Da!). In true Lennon style he
returned to the job in hand and banged in his birdie putt. We believe that members of the special branch
are following a definite line of inquiry.

..and the Parrot who wasFound on the 4" Hole

This amazing photo of a Brazilian Parrot on the 4™ hole was taken by Eddie
Phelan on Thursday 24™ April. Sadly, despite the valiant efforts John
Webster and Ber Murphy and Seve, the poor bird was found dead the
following morning.
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Snooker Scene

Darragh Murphy captured the Captain’s Cup snooker singles final after a very high calibre game with
Jamie Lawler. It was a game of two halves with Lawler dominating the first frame with great break
building and some superb safety play from both players. Murphy dug in early in the second frame in a tit-
for-tat game. Lawler held a two point lead after potting the brown and following some more safety play
Darragh potted blue and pink to clinch the highly entertaining match. The referee Mr Michael O' Toole
had an easy job and was impressed by the standard of snooker in
the final. Des Coakley was the score keeper.

Congratulations go to Stephen Doyle and Martin Goff for
organising a great competition with 64 players. Deputising for
the Captain, Vice Captain Thos Hennessy presented the cup to a
very happy Darragh and thanked the organisers and players.
Jamie Lawler won the Highest Break prize with a break of 38.
Well done to all involved. Bringing you even more snooker,
Stephen Doyle has just announced a Pool Shoot Out tournament
to take place in the coming weeks.

Captain's Cup winne
Darragh Murphywith
Runnerup Jamie Lawler
and Referee Michael
O'Toole

Condolences

Carlow Golf Club wishes to extend condolences to Richard Nolan on the death of his father
Abbin Nolan and also to John Fleming on the death of his father Liam Fleming

Amber O'Rourke Trust Fund

Announcing a draw for free membership for the year (excluding bar, restaurant and other levies ) to the
current value of €656. The draw will take place under the supervision of our trustees at our next
management meeting on Monday 12th of May. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the
participating members for your support. All of the proceeds will be presented to the Amber O'Rourke
Trust Fund

New Carlow Golf Club Website

It’s here — our new website is live and ready for action. There’s still a little work to be done but we think
Carlow Golf Club’s cyberspace image has just ratcheted itself up a notch or two. Deerpark Diary will be
available online from now on and when we have the website Photo Gallery up and running there will be
plenty of pics to see there too. So keep emailing your news items and photos to barryjoh92 @gmail.com
or cullinanejean@gmail.com, and please remember to give us complete info such as dates, names of
competitions and the full names of the folks in the photos. We look forward to hearing from you!

Thanksagainfor your support The Edtors, John Barry and Jean Cullinane
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